Persistent mutism and dysphagia of acute onset due to bilateral internal capsule infarction.
Acute mutism with paralysis of the bulbar and facial muscles following discrete bilateral internal capsular infarction is a rare stroke syndrome. We describe a 62 year-old male who suddenly became unable to speak or swallow. The paucity of facial expression and inability to voluntarily move the facial, lingual and pharyngeal muscles were persistent and contrasted with a relatively mild limb paresis which recovered. High resolution CT scan revealed infarcts in the posterior limbs of both internal capsules. It is important to recognise this stroke syndrome because of the permanence of dysarthria and dysphagia associated with it.